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June Meeting
The June meeting will be held on the fourth Monday of the month, June the 26nd, at Coleman Cabinets,
6:00 – 9:00 PM. See directions to Coleman Cabinets at the bottom of the newsletter.
Mark Sillay will be the guest demonstrator. The focus of his demonstration is to be end grain turning.
Mark has been turning and woodworking for many years. He also maintains a wood warehouse in Marietta where
he custom cuts hardwood logs for cabinetry and woodturning, and will bring some for the club raffle.
Mark writes:
“My father provided me with a basic workbench made out of an old industrial shipping
box and some hand tools when I was about six years old. I was given loving instruction,
encouragement, and the freedom to create anything out of the scrap wood from his shop. As I
grew, I was taught to use all of the shop tools, but it wasn’t until my teenage years that I learned to
appreciate the real beauty of finely finished wood and experience the joy and peace of
woodworking.
As my life has progressed, I have specialized in turning useful wood items and unique art
objects on the lathe. The wood I use is native to Georgia. It has been discarded by tree services or
simply found in dumps. I love to use dead spalted woods, pieces with holes, bark inclusions, and
woods with unusual natural colorations. All of my wood items intended for use with food, such as
salad bowls, cutting bowls and spoons, are finished with food safe purer walnut oil. Display pieces
and art objects are finished with a clear stain gel varnish that allows the actually natural beauty of
the wood to be appreciated.
I enjoy giving turning demonstrations and individual instruction on the wood lathe. I am a
member of the American Association of Woodturners and the Georgia Association of
Woodturners. Some of my current work is on display at the Sabra Gallery in Atlanta, GA.”
If you would like to meet and speak with Mark you are welcome to join him for dinner with other club members at
5:00 PM before the meeting at the Cactus Café located in the Bell’s Shopping Plaza at 2061 Hog Mountain Road
in Watkinsville.

Member identification cards for those who did not pick them up in May will be available again at the meeting.
These wallet-size identification cards show your affiliation with the Classic City Woodturners as an AAW
sanctioned club. They can be used when requesting discounts from craft suppliers who provide this service to
members of AAW local chapters.

May Meeting
Approximately twenty members were in attendance at the April meeting, along with three guests, Stacey Box,
Diana Strickland, and Chandler McRae. Each expressed interest in becoming a member.
The highlight of the meeting was the inaugural use of our new Jet 1604 lathe by demonstrator Frank Bowers. Our
thanks go to Roger Jessup for facilitating acquisition of this wonderful club resource.
Also debuting at the meeting was our new video projection system, which displayed the demonstrator’s activities
on a raised television monitor for better viewing. Our thanks to Lou Kudon, Walter McRae, and Sheldon
Washington for making this resource operational.
Several matters of significance were dealt with during the business portion of the meeting.
First, the club President encouraged members to respect the privacy of others by keeping the recently distributed
membership roster confidential.
Next, the membership agreed on a style and color for club shirts. A golf shirt style in a light tan color called
“natural” was selected by a majority vote of those present. For each shirt purchased, the club will receive 5 dollars.
All orders are to be placed through the club Treasurer. Ordering procedures and prices will be distributed to the
membership in a separate notice. Payment in advance is required. The efforts of Robby Robinson and his wife Rae
in making these shirts available are greatly appreciated.
Finally, the Treasurer announced that a DVD copy of the April demonstration has been produced and will be
available from the club Librarian. He also announced that reimbursement for expenses incurred by any members
on behalf of club activities will require completion of a reimbursement form, which he will supply. Any
transaction funded by the club must also be pre-approved by the club President, and receipts for the costs incurred
will have to be provided.

President’s Turn
By Jim Talley
I encourage any club members who are also members of the AAW and who are interested in helping to administer
our club activities to volunteer for the positions of Treasurer and Secretary. These roles are currently being met by
our Vice President and Newsletter Editor in addition to their established responsibilities. Expecting them to
continue serving in these joint capacities is asking too great a contribution of them. So if you are willing to help,
please consider offering your time in one of these capacities.

Last Saturday I attended the annual “Don Russell Turning Day” at Don Russell’s shop in Conyers. We were well
represented with about 7 club members present. The events of the day are free to those who attend.
Activities included preparing, roughing, and finishing bowls and off-centered turnings by Frank Bower; tops and
mushrooms by Jim Talley; Christmas ornaments by Don Russell; and instructional turning by Troy Bledsoe. Don
Russell’s family always does outdoor cooking and homemade ice cream to sell to the attendees.
So much turning information is available to turners at all stages of development and expertise. This day is a great
source to get questions answered by demonstrators, as well as by other turners (spectators) in attendance.
And the items for sale are interesting! They ranged from coffee pots and grinders to turning tools and exotic
woods. All were listed at very reasonable prices.
In conclusion, I urge all members to think about going to these demonstration days/seminars to get as much
information as possible about turning wood. (As a further note, our executive board is working on plans for our
club to have a “day of turning”, possibly in August.)

Editor’s Skew
By Jim Underwood
In this issue you’ll find an account by Roy Grant on his trip to California and his subsequent foray into Burl
Country. Unfortunately we’ve somehow lost many of the pictures, so you’ll have to imagine some of it in your
mind’s eye.
Again, I would encourage all of you to consider contributing to the newsletter. Submission guidelines were
published in the previous newsletter, and member’s articles will be given priority. Also please note that we’ve
continued the new sections instituted in the last newsletter, and hopefully these will become a standard feature. If
you would like a copy of the last newsletter for guidelines, or if you would like to see any of the previous
newsletters, please email me, and I’ll send you a copy.
Please thank Walter McRae for his very competent and helpful contributions to the newsletter. He has been a
tremendous help and encouragement.
At the last meeting we voted on the style and color of the club shirts. If you have not ordered any, please do so at
the upcoming meeting. I’m looking forward to wearing a shirt that immediately identifies me with our club. And
it’s a great club even if I do say so myself. Thanks for being a part of it!
I have updated the club brochure with our new logo and information. You may remember that I sent it out to you a
few weeks ago. I encourage you to suggest locations in which to post these, and you might print some out for
friends who may be interested. So far I’ve placed some brochures at Re-Tool, Oconee County library, Lyndon
House, and have given several to Jim Talley and Don Fournier to place or give to prospective members. Please
consider doing this as well.
Fundraiser! If you have any ideas on how the club can raise money to pay for demonstrators or buy accessories for
the lathe, please bring them up at the meeting or e-mail them to me. I’d like to see us save up a little reserve so
we’re not caught without a demonstrator due to lack of funds. Personally, I think it would be great to have a once a
year sale and show, featuring items from members with perhaps a couple of collaborative pieces donated for
auction to fund the club. A percentage of money from items sold could be donated to the club.

TURNING TALK
Burl Country
by Roy Grant
Bea and I just returned from San Francisco and northern California. We stayed in a little town called Fortuna,
adjacent to another small town called Ferndale, which is a lovely Scandinavian town known for its cows and their
cheese and ice cream, both of which are shipped throughout the nation under the label of Humboldt (Humboldt
County is larger that many eastern states.). We visited a rather large gallery for such a small town and saw some
beautiful wood turnings, mostly from redwood, big leaf maple, myrtle, and madrone. We were amazed at so many
beautiful pieces of art that were unsigned. Approximately half of the pieces we saw were unsigned, although some
had some kind of stamp attached to the bottom. I was talking to the sweet lady in the gallery about advertisements
in our AAW magazine about burls of these woods. She said, “Why one of them is right down the road from where
you are staying.” Sure enough, just down the main road, Highway 101, there was this huge sign, 30 – 40 feet by 10
– 12 feet, Burl Country. We stopped in and met the owner, Mr. Forrest Willis, talked for a long time, and met his
son who is a wood turner, and a good one at that, but who does not sign his works; he just glues on a little stamp.
Bea purchased a piece that she might share with you at “Show and Tell,” which illustrates this.
Mr. Willis showed me many fine pieces of wood and polished up some pieces of burl like I have never seen before
and that made me drool a little. Although he advertises all the ones named above plus buckeye burl, I did not see
any buckeye. Mr. Willis said he scrubs on pieces of wood that people who call or write are interested in and takes
pictures of them, then sends the pictures via e-mail so one can choose pieces of wood he or she might want. As I
write this, six pieces of burls are in the mail to my house. They include redwood, redwood cones, madrone, myrtle,
and big leaf maple. I am quite anxious to get them, but more pleased to have met Mr. Willis and to know that these
woods are available all the time. His address is US 101 & Drake Hill Rd., Fortuna CA 95540. Phone: 707-7253982, FAX: 707-725-3306. He has a web site: www.burlcountry.com , and his e-mail address is
orders@burlcountry.com. He loves wood and is a nice person to deal with.
Also, in one of the little shops in Ferndale, we
met another nice lady who told us about what
was to see in the town and told us about the 31mile circle from Ferndale around by the pacific
ocean which Bea had never seen, huge ranches,
and on through what is called the Avenue of the
Giants, where we saw breath-taking views of
hundreds of giant redwood trees that we had
only dreamed of seeing, and like we never
could have experienced through pictures alone.
Being there and witnessing such majesty of our
Creator was enough to make us want to just
stay there among the trees. Bea got to drive
through the big one estimated to be around
2500 years old while I took her picture. And
burls? My, my, they were everywhere, but in a
national park.
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Another interesting phenomenon related to wood that we
witnessed on our traveling through the city of San Francisco
was their use of sycamores in decorative landscapes. They
keep them trimmed in a uniform manner (See Figure 1), and
were seen on many streets throughout town. Such trimming
created burls around the crowns and sometimes on the entire
tree (See Figure 2). And I must mention the eucalyptus trees,
in town and out of town, huge groves of these sweet-smelling
trees well over 100 feet tall. They certainly add to the beauty
of this part of the country. So, whether one is in town or out
in the countryside, trees are a very valuable asset to the
beauty of Northern California.
We visited so many things and places that I leave out some
each time I tell someone about them—Yosemite National
Figure 2
Park, three Wineries, Alcatraz, Grace Cathedral, the beach to
watch kite surfers and to pick up rocks, the Botanical
Gardens, Art Galleries, Giant Stadium (the night before #
715)—many beautiful places, but the most memorable part of the entire trip for me were the trees, especially the
Avenue of the Giants and Burl Country. On the way home I asked Bea what her most memorable thing of the trip
was and she said, “The Avenue of the Giants.” My advice: Make that a must before you are as old and run down
as we are.

May Demonstration
Frank Bowers was our featured demonstrator at our May meeting.
His subject was turned boxes. As a side note, Frank was the first
person to use our new lathe!
Frank first started with a
block of Cherry and roughed
turned it between centers. He
used a drive center placed in
his chuck, and a bowl gouge
with a bowl gouge grind for
roughing out. Frank likes to
turn between centers in order
to judge the wood for
“eliminating something” on
one end or to “encompass
something”.
Although Frank did not have time to show us any enhancements he
did state that a plain wood box would be a good candidate for chatter-work, an insert, or some sort of
enhancements. A box that was made of a showier piece of wood, would not need enhancement.

A square shouldered tenon (important for secure chucking) was turned on each end. Frank pointed out that a tenon
should be made a little larger than the smallest size your chuck will accept so that it has the maximum amount of
jaws contacting the tenon, instead of the jaw corners only.
Then a parting tool was used to mark the division between the
top and bottom, make a tenon on the top, and to delineate a scrap
block to be used later as a jam chuck. When using a parting tool
you will use a thicker tool to waste away the maximum amount
of wood, or a thinner one to prevent wasting wood, and have a
better grain match between adjoining pieces. Frank gave us some
general rules of thumb when deciding where to divide the top
and bottom. Usually one will divide the top at the 1/3 or 2/5 mark
and leave the bottom at 2/3 or 3/5 respectively.
Once this is done, the waste block, and then the lid is parted off.
The top of the bottom is squared off with a gouge in the closed
position at a slight angle and pushed from the outside edge to the center, with the tool rest near center. (Once the
top is chucked up on its tenon, the bottom of the top is treated in like manner.) A gouge is considered in the open
position when the flute points up, and in the closed position when the flute is pointing horizontally. Frank stressed
the basic ABC steps of cutting; first Anchor the tool on the tool rest, place the Bevel rubbing on the turning, and
then Cut by slowly changing the angle of attack until the cutting edge makes curls.

Frank uses a bowl gouge with a bowl grind when rough hollowing the lid and bottom. With the bevel rubbing, and
the flute held at 45 degrees, a sheer scrape type cut from the center to the edge is used. After rough hollowing, the
top and bottom are stored about 6 months to equalize moisture content and stress. After the wood is cut it will
move, and for closely fitted boxes, it’s best to let them stabilize before making the final fitting.

Frank then pulled out a stabilized lid and bottom and began finishing a box from Rosewood. I believe he used an
open fluted gouge for hollowing. He used a couple of specialized tools for cleaning up the hollowing cuts, which
were made from round pieces of high speed steel. One had a negative rake angle and flat nose for cleaning up the
bottom. The other tool had a notch ground out of the nose which was round. Frank used the Michael Hasaluck
handles for these tools.
I believe the edge of the tool on the
left was used to clean up the sides,
and since it is round, it doesn’t
catch on the sides like a gouge
would. The tool on the right would
be used to round the bottom
corners of the hollowing.
Since the lid was already partially
hollowed, Frank chucked the top of
the lid up and began finishing the
inside. Once it was hollowed to
suit him, he cleaned it up with the
specialized tools shown in the
pictures, leaving the inside corners somewhat rounded. The round corners are especially important for the bottom,
since it makes it easier to remove items from the box when finished. A paste wax was applied to the inside of the
box lid and then sanded down. The object of skillful turning is to reduce the effort of sanding. A good technique
will result in being able to start sanding with 180 grit sandpaper. The lid is then set aside until the bottom is nearly
finished.

The bottom is chucked up and the top end of the box is squared up. The hollowing cuts are finalized, and cleaned
up leaving the bottom corners slightly rounded as mentioned before. Frank recommended hollowing to a certain
depth and then moving out to the edge, then hollowing a little more and moving to the edge, gradually working
your way to the bottom. This helps eliminate chatter and too much wood movement.

The top of the bottom is then parted to final thickness, and the joint tenon is started. At this point calipers are used
on the lid recess to determine the thickness of the tenon on the top of the box base. Turning this tenon down must
be done carefully and slowly so as not to make it too small and therefore too loose fitting. My personal
recommendation is to measure the tenon with the lathe stopped or you may, as Frank put it, be, “wearing the
calipers in your forehead.” Several test cuts on the tenon should be used until the lid just fits over it. If you create
the joint tenon on the box base then the fit tends to loosen up over time. If you create the joint tenon on the lid then
the fit tends to tighten up over time. Choosing where to create the tenon for the lid-base joint is a matter of
preference.

Picture of Frank, hollowing
while, “holding his mouth
right”.
Once the inside of the
bottom is finished, the paste
wax and sandpaper method
is employed again. The
bottom, which is still
chucked up, is then used as a
jam chuck for the lid. If the
fit is a little loose a little
moisture will help swell the
wood and make the joint tighter. Frank jokingly tells us that; “Tongue oil will fix a loose jam chuck.” The lid
being driven by the bottom, can then be turned, and the tenon on top of the lid is squared off. Shaping of the
outside of the box then begins.
At some point during the shaping a shadow line is left between the lid
and bottom so that it defines the transition, and helps to hide any grain
mismatch. Once the box is shaped, it is paste waxed and sanded.
Then the box is removed from the chuck and the waste block made in
the first step is chucked up and a jam chuck is turned to fit the inside of
the box bottom. The bottom of the box is placed on the jam chuck and
the tenon and flange is then turned away, and the box bottom is shaped
slightly concave, sanded and finished.

Once this is accomplished the box is finished but for the buffing with wax and the buffing system. I believe Frank
mentioned using Tripoli wax, which has a fine abrasive, and working your way to finer grits. Hold on to the box or
the buffing wheels will yank it out of your hands! Also don’t heat up the piece by buffing too hard or you may
create heat cracks in the wood, especially with some of the exotic woods used in making boxes.

Photographs courtesy of Lou Kudon

Members Gallery
Here are a few pictures from our last Show and Tell exhibition which you might enjoy. The quality and artistry of
some of the pieces is exceptional.

Pictures courtesy of Sheldon Washington

Two interesting boxes turned from walnut
and hawthorn by Michael Hollis

Five beautiful ornaments on a stand created by
Michael Hollis

A colorful bowl from a cherry burl
displayed by Ken Calkin

A very nicely proportioned bowl contributed
by Jim Underwood

A beautiful rosewood lidded box created by Lou
Kudon

A collection of items shown by Chandler
McRae, a meeting guest and twelve year old
who enjoys turning

AAW Chapter News
As of October 1st 2005, we were officially established as a chapter club of the American Association of
Woodturners. The benefits of this are already evident on the home page of the AAW.
Be sure to check the AAW homepage for current news. Some current topics publicized here which may be of
interest to you include ordering information for the two 2006 Symposium juried exhibition catalogs Turning 20 -Still Evolving and Step Up to the Plate and the results of both the chapter newsletter and website competitions.
You may also wish to participate in the online Summer 2006 member survey in order influence future AAW
publication practices and resource offerings.
A message from John Hill, AAW Chapter and Membership Chair:
As an added benefit of AAW membership, the AAW, working with WMH Tool Group, has
negotiated a very special "Mail-in cash rebate" program for the purchase of selected JET and
Powermatic lathes for purchases exclusively by AAW members. In order for an AAW member to
receive this rebate, the member must purchase one or more of the following lathes from any US,
Canadian, or Mexican retailer between June 1 and August 31, 2006 (those dates inclusive).
Stock #
708351B
708351VS
708359
708360
1352001

Description
JET JML-1014 Minilathe
JET JML-1014VS Variable speed Minilathe
JET JWL-1642 EVS 16"x42" EVSPRO 1½ HP
JET JWL-1642-2 EVS 16"x42" EVS PRO 2 HP
Powermatic Model 3520B 2 HP 230 volt

Rebate Amount
$25
$25
$50
$50
$100

NOTE: (Other stock numbers, including Mini lathe packages that include Nova chucks, are not
eligible for these rebates.) The rebate certificate can only be downloaded and printed from the
AAW web site at http://www.woodturner.org/AAWLatheRebateCoupon.pdf . To receive the
rebate, the AAW member must mail in the completed rebate coupon postmarked within 30 days of
date of purchase, along with the original sales receipt, product bar code cut from the lathe
package, and a photo-copy of the purchaser's current AAW membership card. If you have been
waiting for a good excuse to purchase a new lathe, this is your opportunity. If you want to
participate
and
need
to
join
AAW,
you
can
do
so
on-line
at
http://www.woodturner.org/org/mbrship/.
John Hill - AAW Chapters and Membership Committee Chair
828-645-6633
johnrhill@charter.net

Instructors
The following turners give private instruction in woodturning. Contact them at the numbers below. Anyone who
would like to be included in (or removed from) this list please contact the newsletter editor.
Frank Bowers
Nick Cook
Joseph Gilvey

404 292-1107
770 421-1212
706-769-8617

Wes Jones
Jim Talley
Hal Simmons

770 972-6803
706 353-7675
770 381-6764

Schools
John C Campbell Folk School
Arrowmont School of Arts and Crafts
Dogwood Institute of Fine Woodworking
Woodcraft
Highland Hardware

http://www.folkschool.org
1-800-FOLKSCH
http://www.arrowmont.org/
http://www.dogwoodwoodworking.com/index.asp
http://www.woodcraft.com
1-800-225-1153
http://www.highlandhardware.com
1-800-241-6748

Future Meeting/Demonstration Schedule
Club meetings are held on the last Monday of the month. Changes in schedule will be announced.
The following people have agreed to do demos but dates (shown as “open” below) are still under discussion:
Phil Coulson
Don Russell
John and Joy Moss
Joe Gettys
January – Don Russell, Polychromatic Lamp (Past)
February – Wes Jones, Green bowl turning (Past)
March – Nick Cook, turning bowls and platters, (Past)
April – Troy Bledsoe, selling small turnings (Past)
May – Frank Bowers, turned boxes
June 26 – Mark Sillay, End grain turning
July 31 – Hal Simmons, hands on Skew Demo,
August 28 – Phil Coulson or Joe Gettys
August – Saturday 9-12, turning demos by Classic City Woodturners
September 25 – Phil Coulson or Joe Gettys
October – Michael Hollis, Jim Talley, Ornaments
November - John and Joy Moss?
December – Christmas Party and Gift exchange

Upcoming Shows and Other Events
2006 AAW National Symposium June 22-24, 2006 Louisville, Kentucky
http://www.woodturner.org/sym/sym2006/
Featured turners are too numerous to list.
International Woodworking Fair Aug. 23-26, 2006 8 AM – 6 PM Atlanta, GA
http://www.iwf2006.com/
Everything woodworking in the World Congress Center
Turning Southern Style XII Sept. 8-10, 2006 Unicoi State Park & Lodge, Helen, GA
Featured demonstrators: Stuart Batty, Judy Ditmer, Vic Wood
http://www.gawoodturner.org
Oconee Chamber Fall Festival Oct. 21, 2006 Watkinsville, GA
http://www.oconeechamber.com/

Classified Ads
For Sale: (No items to list this issue)
Miscellaneous:
For those of you who are looking to buy or sell things, the AAW has these classified ads:

http://www.woodturner.org/vbforum/forumdisplay.php?f=3
Exotic woods:
Atlanta Wood Products:
Carlton McLendon Inc:
Peachstate Lumber:

http://www.hardwoodweb.com/lumber/ahc.cfm
http://www.rarewoodsandveneers.com/pages/home.htm
http://www.peachstatelumber.com/home.htm

Turning Supplies:
Packard Woodworks:
Penn State Industries:
Rocklers:
Woodcraft:
Craft Supplies USA:
Lee Valley

http://www.packardwoodworks.com/
http://www.pennstateind.com/
http://www.rockler.com/index.cfm
http://www.woodcraft.com/
http://www.woodturnerscatalog.com/
http://www.leevalley.com/

Club Officers
President:
Vice-President/Treasurer
Newsletter/Secretary:
Photographer/Librarian:

Jim Talley
Lou Kudon
Jim Underwood
Sheldon Washington

email: 4talleys@bellsouth.net
email: lkudon@yahoo.com
email: jimunder@colemancabinets.com
email: sheldonw@colemancabinets.com

Directions to Coleman Cabinets
From Athens take Watkinsville bypass (441/129 South). Cross through the Hog Mountain Road intersection (The
Stone Store on the left, Racetrack gas station on the right) and proceed to the next light. Turn left and proceed to
downtown Watkinsville. Once you get to the “Y” intersection bear to the left of the Golden Pantry on Hwy 15
toward Greensboro. Once you cross the railroad tracks, Seltzer and Son Concrete Pipe plant will be on the right.
Turn right onto Morrison street before Dory’s Fireplace shop. Take the first paved left onto Business Boulevard.
Business Boulevard will be marked with a concrete and stucco sign that reads “Oconee Connection” on it. There
will be a row of Leyland Cypress and Juniper on each side of the street. Coleman Cabinets will be near the end of
the Cul de Sac with a big green awning on the front with Coleman Cabinets lettered in white. Park anywhere in the
parking lot, and come to the side entrance to attend the meeting.
From Hwy 316 just before the Athens Bypass take the Oconee Connector and follow Mars Hill Road to the Publix
Shopping center at the intersection of Hog Mountain Road and Mars Hill. Continue on down Hwy 53 to
Watkinsville. Proceed through town and follow the directions from Hwy 15 as outlined above.
The Cactus Café is on the corner of Hog Mountain Road and Mars Hill Road in the Bells shopping center.
If you would like more detail please email me and I can send you a map.

Newsletter Copy
If you have ideas of articles you’d like to see in the newsletter, or would like to submit an article please email Jim
Underwood at jimunder@colemancabinets.com Reports of schools or shows you attend, reviews of tools you own
or make, demonstrations you’d like to see or any other ideas you might have would be appreciated..
If you would like to unsubscribe from this newsletter please email me at jimunder@colemancabinets.com .

