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Jim Underwood, Editor jimunder@colemancabinets.com

August Meeting
The August meeting will be held on the last Monday of the month, August 28th, at Coleman Cabinets, 6:00 – 9:00
PM. See directions to Coleman Cabinets at the bottom of the newsletter.
Our demonstrator will be Don Russell who has previously illustrated turning polychromatic vessels to the
club. His topic for the coming meeting will be the design and construction of segmented turning blanks
which can be used for polychromatic vessels or other objects. These are the techniques which many of
asked him to describe following his last demonstration. If time permits, he hopes to illustrate use of these
blanks by turning some ornaments.
Don has owned his own woodworking shop for 40 years, building furniture, museum exhibits, repairing
antiques, and teaching classes. His entire home is furnished with pieces he has made. Don is past
president of the Woodworkers Guild of GA, belongs to several woodturning groups, and teaches
woodturning and woodworking.
If you would like to meet and speak with Don you are welcome to join him for dinner with other club members at
5:00 PM before the meeting at the Cactus Café located in the Bell’s Shopping Plaza at 2061 Hog Mountain Road in
Watkinsville.

July Meeting
There was an excellent turnout of members for the meeting on a very hot summer night with 23 in attendance.
Several visitors were also present. The meeting was moderated by Vice President Lou Kudon in the absence of
President Talley who was in Africa participating in a church mission activity.
The meeting began with a donation of calipers to the Club by Joe Gilvey. These will be useful in demonstrations
and are very much appreciated.
Next the membership endorsed the nominations of Stan Terrel to serve as Club Treasurer and Walter McRae as
Club Secretary. Their responsibilities in these positions became effective with the club endorsement.

A discussion then followed of the proposed turning clinic for the benefit of members who wish to improve their
skills. A tentative date of August 12 was chosen for the event with a $15 fee to be charged to participants as a
means of raising funds for the Club. The date chosen was subsequently voided by the Club Executive Committee
because of the need for more extensive planning and concern over the heat at that time of the month. Other
considerations which the membership agreed to during the meeting were that (1) the event should be held at
Coleman Cabinets from 10 AM to 3 PM, (2) both turning methods and sharpening techniques would be taught, (3)
participants would provide their own lunch but drinks would be supplied by the Club, (4) and wood blanks would
be provided by the Club.
The last topic discussed was the fact that five more orders of club shirts were necessary in order to meet the quota
of ten necessary for the discounted purchase price.

President’s Turn
By Jim Talley
Let me first welcome the new members who have recently joined our club. I hope that the learning experiences
from our demonstrators and the fellowship they are enjoying with other club members meets their expectations.
This brings our total membership to thirty five persons. This is remarkable growth for a club which has been
chartered for less than a year.
We are moving forward well in planning for the turning clinic which I have mentioned in previous meetings. The
purpose of this event will be to provide hands on training for the participants in basic turning and sharpening
techniques. These will be illustrated through simple spindle and bowl turning exercises. We have settled on
Saturday, November 4th, as the date for the clinic. It will be held at Coleman Cabinets from 9 AM to noon.
Following a lunch break we are tentatively planning demonstrations on ornament turning for those interested.
The audience is to be club members, those guests who have been attending past meetings and any other invitees by
club members who might be interested in participating. The fee will be $15 per person payable in advance. Door
and raffle prizes will be available. The instructors will be club members who are experienced turners that are
volunteering their time. If you wish, you can bring your own tools to sharpen and use. Otherwise tools and lathes
will be available for your use as will be turning blanks. Drinks will be provided but you should bring your own
sack lunch.
This should be a wonderful opportunity for one on one instruction and an opportunity to come to know other club
members better. As the date for the clinic comes closer and the program is further refined we will be distributing
announcements to you. Please keep the date open and plan on attending.
As a final comment, I want to remind you that we will soon be choosing club officers for next calendar year.
Although some of the current officers may be willing to continue in their present roles, a number of us including
myself expect to “pass the baton” on to others. I ask that you begin thinking about who you might wish to serve,
including yourself, in leadership capacities. To facilitate this process, I will be establishing a nominations
committee at the September meeting that will poll the membership for suggested nominees to officer vacancies
and then determine if these persons are willing to serve. Remember that our club is a volunteer organization and it
can only continue to thrive if members are willing to contribute their time and effort to its operation.

Editors Skew
By Jim Underwood
You have all noticed by now that the July newsletter was not forthcoming. For those of you who were waiting with
baited breath for this publication, possibly even altering your summer travel plans in anticipation of its arrival, I
apologize. A number of unexpected professional and personal demands on my time simply prevented me from
completing the document. I will incorporate the material that I had planned to include in July issue that is not time
sensitive into future editions of the newsletter.
If you haven’t already done so, I encourage you to visit our club exhibit in the main foyer gallery of the
Bertelsmann Building or Media Center at Athens Academy. This building is on the left as you drive onto the main
campus and overlooks the lower lake.
Primarily through the efforts Jim Talley and his wife Phyllis, over thirty items turned by about a dozen of our
fellow club members are very attractively displayed. We are indebted to Larry Stueck, the art teacher at Athens
Academy, for inviting us to exhibit at the school. The exhibit will run through October 13. The gallery is open to
the public from 9 to 4, Monday through Friday. Coverage of the display is planned for the local papers. A
reception to highlight the exhibit is planned from 5 to 7 PM on September 15. Members of our club are cordially
invited to attend this event.
This exhibit communicates very effectively to gallery visitors the artistic skill and turning versatility of our
members. It is the first time we have shown our work collectively in this type of public venue. Let’s hope it is not
the last but the beginning of a number of future displays to advertise ourselves and possible attract new members
(and potential customers).
If you haven’t already done so, don’t forget to order your club shirt. These are a very attractive way to show your
affiliation with the Classic City Woodturners at symposia and other turning events you might attend. We need only
a few more individual orders to complete our second bulk order that entitles us to the discount the supplier is
providing. If you are interested, contact Lou Kudon for size and pricing information.

The brochure and turning rotation schedule for the Georgia Association of Woodturners Turning
Southern Style XII Symposium are now available at http://www.gawoodturner.org . The program looks very
interesting with an emphasis on artistic turning methods. The symposium is held at beautiful Unicoi State
Park which is only a short drive from the Athens area. If you have not previously attended a wood
turning symposium, this event is probably one of the best you could choose to attend as an introductory
experience and observe masters of turning display their skills.

Turning Talk
From Log to Lathe-Grain Patterns in Bowls
Submitted by Roy Grant
The following diagrams illustrate how different grain patterns can be achieved in a bowl or vessel as a result of
which section of a log is chosen for turning. We are grateful to Roy for submitting these useful cutting guidelines.
Our appreciation is also extended to original unknown artist who prepared the drawings.
Open bowls turned with the pith at the
bottom will display a concentric oval
pattern. The outermost rings will be
broken due to the flat rim being cut
through them. If the edges cut into the
sap wood, a sapwood streak will show
at each edge.

Bowls turned from boards
where the pith is off centered
will create an off centered
pattern.

By extending the open form
through the bark, an oval
shaped bowl with an
undulating natural rim will be
produced. All the rings will
be whole because none of
them were cut of by the flat
rim.

An open form turned with the pith at the rim will
display a hyperbolic pattern inside.

A bowl form in which the rim and bottom cut into the sapwood will show white
patches at those points.

Boards in which the rings are not centered will have the pattern toward the
pith side.

An open form turned from the whole
log with the pith at the bottom will
have a concentric circular pattern. If
the form extends beyond the bark,
there will be a natural edge bowl.

If the log is convoluted, the bowl
form will have a scalloped edge.

A form turned from half a log with the
opening at the sapwood will have a
light spot high lighting the opening
and an undulating grain pattern
surrounding it.

If that same form is extended through the
bark, a naturally undulating edge will be
produced.

Theoretically, a round form turned
with the pith running horizontally
through the form will have a light
band running from the rim down
and around the sides. The rings of
the log will show as concentric

circles on both sides of the
shape.

That same form, if extended through
the log, will have a natural undulating
rim surrounded by bark and sapwood.

If the log has a natural hole
through the pith, a natural
opening will be formed on each
side of the vessel.

Turning a form in which the diameter extends into the
sapwood will show a sapwood patch at the widest
portion, surrounded with concentric ovals to the other
side.

If that diameter overextends the bark, a hold will occur
on the side at the widest portion, surrounded by the bark
edge and sapwood.

July Demonstration
Hal Simmons instructed us in the use of the skew at the July Meeting. He
discussed the problem most of us have with using the skew which is hesitancy to
use it for fear of the dreaded "catch". According to Hal the main reasons we
experience catches are: (1) the tool is not anchored on the tool rest when engaged
with the wood, and (2) the bevel is not supporting the cutting edge. To build skill
and confidence in using the skew he suggested turning four beads a day for 30
days
Hal then illustrated that the sloped cutting edge of the skew works as a
"guillotine" that slices rather than pushes through the stock as the
executioner’s axe did. He mainly uses three sizes of skews: 1-1/4 inch, 1 inch,
and 1/2 inch. For roughing out, he generally uses the 1 inch skew with a short
bevel because it has a stronger edge.
When sharpening a skew, he typically
produces a hollow grind with the grinding
wheel and then uses a 1000 and 5000 grit
ceramic "Shapton" stone to hone. The
procedure is to spritz (spray briefly) the stone with water, then lay the heel of the
bevel on the stone and tip the tool up to the edge. The tool is held with the right
hand and the handle locked into the elbow. Two or three fingers on the left hand
help hold the tool flat. When you feel it lie flat, rub five strokes per side until
sharp.
When roughing with a skew, Hal stressed the importance of rubbing the
bevel when starting the roughing planing cut. With the handle held low (so
you have room to lift!), place the bevel up to the blank til you feel it bump,
twist your wrist to engage the heel into the blank, then slowly raise the end
of the handle to engage the edge at a 45 degree angle. The area of the edge
used during planing/roughing cuts is usually in the bottom third of the tool
to the center. Using the planing cut from right to left, start the cut a small
distance from the left end of the blank (an inch or so), and run the cut off the
end of the blank. Take successive cuts further from the left end of the blank
until you get to the center of the blank. Then start a cut from the right end of
the blank running left to right and cut off the right end. Small successive cuts working towards the center of the
blank will rapidly take the blank down to a cylinder. Once you have it round you may plane most of the way across
the blank to smooth it up
.
For more detailed work Hal uses the 1-1/4 inch skew with a longer bevel.
The V-cut is one such detail. A V-cut is a straight sided groove made by a
very sharp edge. Hal stressed that the tool must be sharp and that the cutting
action must not be a "push" or you would not get a straight sided groove. A
V-Cut is different from a planing cut in that the cutting edge is engaged
first, and then the bevel. In this cut the long point rather than the heel is
used. When doing this it is important to note two things. First, these are very
small cuts. Second, the only motion in this cut is to lift the handle. Set the
tool rest a bit low so as to make the toe of the edge more accessible to the

stock. Mark the center of the groove, move a small distance to the left of that point, point the tool toward 1:00,
lean the tool to 11:59, then lift the handle straight up. Move to the right of the center point a small ways, point the
tool toward 11:00, lean the tool to 12:01, then lift the handle straight up. Take successive cuts until you've cut your
V-groove to the desired depth. V-Cuts are useful in several applications including transitioning from a taper to a
bead, "excavating" when making beads, and making a crisp line in the turning.
Hal uses a 1/2 inch skew to turn beads. As a side note, he indicated that
the French use a Bedan tool for cutting beads. One could also use a
parting tool to do the same thing. The tool rest is set near center of the
spindle axis. Lay out your beads so you know where the bottom of the
grooves, and the tops of the beads are. You do not use the toe or the
planing area to cut the bead. You will want to engage the heel of the skew
for this cut. For the left side of a bead, hold the tool with your palm up,
cutting edge of the tool parallel to the turning axis, and the thumb at the
3:00 position. To make the cut lift the handle, and roll the tool (and the
edge) so that at the end of the cut the thumb is now at the 12:00 position
(or top of the handle). Once again you should make small and then
successively larger cuts until your bead is formed. To make the right side of the bead, start with the thumb in the
9:00 or the 12:00 position then rotate the handle to the 12:00 and 3:00 positions respectively. The important thing
is to engage the heel by a simultaneous and smooth, lift and twist.
Finally Hal demonstrated turning a garden dibble which
incorporated all of the cuts on which he had instructed us. The
point of the dibble was on the tail stock end. The order of cuts he
followed was to first rough cut to smooth the block to a cylinder.
Then he made layout marks to locate where the main elements
were to be. Next he made V-cuts for the knob on top of the handle,
and the bead above the long point of the dibble. He created a long
bead for the handle, using the large skew with long bevel and then
using the 1/2 skew with a long bevel, he cut the bead on top of the
handle, and the bead just above the long taper of the dibble. Using
a V-Cut, he "excavated" the point of the dibble so as to make room
for the planing cuts to make the point. Finally he made small Vcuts to mark the one inch marks on the dibble.
All in all Hal did a superb job instructing and letting us put our hands on the tools.

Members Gallery
Here are a few pictures from our last Show and Tell exhibition which you might enjoy. The contributions of
members to this regular meeting activity are very much appreciated. It provides an excellent means to
illustrate and share their turning interests with others. Those contributing are encouraged to complete the
exhibit forms to insure that a proper description and correct credit is given for the item(s) displayed.
Pictures courtesy of Jim Underwood

A very nice sycamore bowl turned by Roy Grant

A beautiful natural edge bowl of spalted persimon
turned by Michael Hollis

A beautiful apple burl bowl turned by Roy Grant

Another collection of stunning ornaments
turned by Michael Hollis
Another very nice bowl from an apple burl turned by
Roy Grant

A homemade curved scraper built by Michael Hollis

A bud base turned from a redwood
cone by Walter and Chandler McRae

A nicely turned composite cedar and walnut bowl by
Bob Nix
A very nice shallow cherry bowl turned by Bob Nix

A very colorful box elder bowl turned by Bob Bitsko

A beautiful walnut bowl contributed by Bob Bitsko

AAW Chapter News
As of October 1st 2005, we were officially established as a chapter club of the American Association of
Woodturners. The benefits of this are already evident on the home page of the AAW.
Be sure to check the AAW homepage for current news. Some current topics publicized here which may be of
interest to you include ordering information for the two 2006 Symposium juried exhibition catalogs Turning 20 -Still Evolving and Step Up to the Plate and the results of both the chapter newsletter and website competitions.
You may also wish to participate in the online Summer 2006 member survey in order influence future AAW
publication practices and resource offerings.

A message from John Hill, AAW Chapter and Membership Chair:
As an added benefit of AAW membership, the AAW, working with WMH Tool Group, has
negotiated a very special "Mail-in cash rebate" program for the purchase of selected JET and
Powermatic lathes for purchases exclusively by AAW members. In order for an AAW member to
receive this rebate, the member must purchase one or more of the following lathes from any US,
Canadian, or Mexican retailer between June 1 and August 31, 2006 (those dates inclusive).

Stock #
708351B
708351VS
708359
708360
1352001

Description
JET JML-1014 Minilathe
JET JML-1014VS Variable speed Minilathe
JET JWL-1642 EVS 16"x42" EVSPRO 1½ HP
JET JWL-1642-2 EVS 16"x42" EVS PRO 2 HP
Powermatic Model 3520B 2 HP 230 volt

Rebate Amount
$25
$25
$50
$50
$100

NOTE: (Other stock numbers, including Mini lathe packages that include Nova chucks,
are not eligible for these rebates.) The rebate certificate can only be downloaded and
printed
from
the
AAW
web
site
at
http://www.woodturner.org/AAWLatheRebateCoupon.pdf . To receive the rebate, the
AAW member must mail in the completed rebate coupon postmarked within 30 days of
date of purchase, along with the original sales receipt, product bar code cut from the lathe
package, and a photo-copy of the purchaser's current AAW membership card. If you have
been waiting for a good excuse to purchase a new lathe, this is your opportunity. If you
want to participate and need to join AAW, you can do so on-line at
http://www.woodturner.org/org/mbrship/.
John Hill - AAW Chapters and Membership Committee Chair
828-645-6633
johnrhill@charter.net

Instructors
The following turners give private instruction in woodturning. Contact them at the numbers below. Anyone who
would like to be included in (or removed from) this list please contact the newsletter editor.
Frank Bowers
Nick Cook
Joseph Gilvey

404 292-1107
770 421-1212
706-769-8617

Wes Jones
Jim Talley
Hal Simmons

770 972-6803
706 353-7675
770 381-6764

Schools
John C Campbell Folk School
Arrowmont School of Arts and Crafts
Dogwood Institute of Fine Woodworking
Woodcraft
Highland Hardware

http://www.folkschool.org
1-800-FOLKSCH
http://www.arrowmont.org/
http://www.dogwoodwoodworking.com/index.asp
http://www.woodcraft.com
1-800-225-1153
http://www.highlandhardware.com 1-800-241-6748

Future Meeting/Demonstration schedule
Club meetings are held on the last Monday of the month. Changes in schedule will be announced.
The following people have agreed to do demos but dates (shown as “open” below) are still under discussion:
Phil Coulson
John and Joy Moss
January – Don Russell, Polychromatic Lamp (Past)
February – Wes Jones, Green bowl turning (Past)
March – Nick Cook, turning bowls and platters, (Past)
April – Troy Bledsoe, selling small turnings (Past)
May – Frank Bowers, turned boxes
June –Mark Sillay, end grain turning
July –Hal Simmons, using the skew chisel effectively
August 28 –Don Russell, designing and constructing composite vessels
September 25 - Open
October 30 – Michael Hollis, Jim Talley, Ornaments
Early November – Tentative, Classic City Turning Clinic
November 27 – Joe Gettys, Turned boxes w/ enhancements, Goblet
December 18 – Christmas Party and Gift exchange

Upcoming Shows and Other Events
Turning Southern Style XII Sept. 8-10, 2006 Unicoi State Park & Lodge, Helen, GA
Featured demonstrators: Stuart Batty, Judy Ditmer, Vic Wood
http://www.gawoodturner.org
Adirondack Woodturners Association Totally Turning 2006 Symposium
October 13, 14 & 15 2006, Plaza Convention Center, Albany, NY
http://www.totallyturning.com/
Georgia Association of Woodturners sponsored Hal Grumbine Demonstration
Oct. 21 2006, 9am to 4pm, full day demo on bowl turning at PeachState Lumber, cost $10 includes lunch
http://www.gawoodturner.org/cgi-bin/Calendar/monthly.cgi
Oconee Chamber Fall Festival Oct. 21, 2006 Watkinsville, GA
http://www.oconeechamber.com/
Arizona Woodturners Association Desert Woodturning Roundup 2007
Feb. 10-11 2007, Mesa Convention Center, Meza, AZ
http://www.desertwoodturningroundup.com/index.htm

Classified Ads
For Sale:
Put your items for sale here.
Miscellaneous:
For those of you who are looking to buy or sell things, the AAW has these classified ads:
http://www.woodturner.org/vbforum/forumdisplay.php?f=3
Exotic woods:
Atlanta Wood Products:
Carlton McLendon Inc:
Peachstate Lumber:

http://www.hardwoodweb.com/lumber/ahc.cfm
http://www.rarewoodsandveneers.com/pages/home.htm
http://www.peachstatelumber.com/home.htm

Turning Supplies:
Packard Woodworks:
Penn State Industries:
Rockler:
Woodcraft:
Craft Supplies USA:
Lee Valley

http://www.packardwoodworks.com/
http://www.pennstateind.com/
http://www.rockler.com/index.cfm
http://www.woodcraft.com/
http://www.woodturnerscatalog.com/
http://www.leevalley.com/

Club Officers
President:
Vice-President/Treasurer
Treasurer
Secretary
Newsletter Editor
Photographer/Librarian:

Jim Talley
Lou Kudon
Stan Terrell
Walter McRae
Jim Underwood
Sheldon Washington

email: 4talleys@bellsouth.net
email: lkudon@yahoo.com
email: whitefence@alltel.net
email: wmcrae@uga.edu
email: jimunder@colemancabinets.com
email: sheldonw@colemancabinets.com

Directions to Coleman Cabinets
From Athens take Watkinsville bypass (441/129 South). Cross through the Hog Mountain Road
intersection (The Stone Store on the left, Racetrack gas station on the right) and proceed to the next light.
Turn left and proceed to downtown Watkinsville. Once you get to the “Y” intersection bear to the left of
the Golden Pantry on Hwy 15 toward Greensboro. Once you cross the railroad tracks, Seltzer and Son
Concrete Pipe plant will be on the right. Turn right onto Morrison street before Dory’s Fireplace shop.
Take the first paved left onto Business Boulevard. Business Boulevard will be marked with a concrete
and stucco sign that reads “Oconee Connection” on it. There will be a row of Leyland Cypress and
Juniper on each side of the street. Coleman Cabinets will be near the end of the Cul de Sac with a big
green awning on the front with Coleman Cabinets lettered in white. Park anywhere in the parking lot, and
come to the side entrance to attend the meeting.
From Hwy 316 just before the Athen Bypass take the Oconee Connector and follow Mars Hill Road to
the Publix Shopping center at the intersection of Hog Mountain Road and Mars Hill. Continue on down
Hwy 53 to Watkinsville. Proceed through town and follow the directions from Hwy 15 as outlined above.
The Cactus Café is on the corner of Hog Mountain Road and Mars Hill Road in the Bells shopping
center.
If you would like more detail please email me and I can send you a map.
Newsletter Copy
If you have ideas of articles you’d like to see in the newsletter, or would like to submit an article please email Jim
Underwood at jimunder@colemancabinets.com Reports of schools or shows you attend, reviews of tools you own
or make, demonstrations you’d like to see or any other ideas you might have would be appreciated..
If you would like to unsubscribe from this newsletter please email me at jimunder@colemancabinets.com .

